Dateline July 29, 1929 . . . . . . Des Moines Register
Photo and cut-line of C.J. Miller and his 4-horse hitch cutting his 1929 oats crop. First,
Zoom the picture and cutline to get a closer look at the binder and be able to read the
description under the photo. After getting that background on the binder, then read
the following description about cutting the oats, as the first step in the harvest
process.
The binder cuts the oats and with canvasses, moves oats up and to the right of
Clarence where a “knotter” wraps twine around them and ties them into a “bundle”.
Notice there are two bundles on the platform to the far right of the binder.
When there are 3 or 4 bundles on the platform, using a foot paddle, Clarence would
release the bundles forming lateral rows of bundles across the field. When the cutting
is done, the field would have these rows of bundles ready for the next step.
The next step is called “shocking” the oats. On a hot humid day in late July or early
August, shocking oats is hard, sweaty work. Walking along the rows of bundles,
Clarence would gather up as many as 6 to 8 bundles and stand them together forming
a “shock”. The shock allows the oats to dry and cure ready for the next step in the
harvest. Finally on top of each shock he would “cap” the shock with one bundle to act
as a cover to protect the shock from the rain.
The shocked oats in a week or two will be ready for threshing, the next step in the
harvest. Harvesting oats today would either be done in one step or two. One step
would be a direct cut using a combine which would separate the oats into a grain tank
and spread the straw behind on the ground. In some cases the oats would be
“windrowed” with a cutter to later be picked up by a combine.
I was thrilled to find this photo of Clarence in the 1929 Des Moines Register. It
prompted me to write this story and share it with you on how farming in those days
was labor intensive while today is machine intensive. In a week or two, I will show
some more pictures and stories of the next steps of the oats harvest. I hope you will
stay tuned and save these stories of things that used to be done on what is now the
C.J. and June Miller Farm, Inc.
Uncle Ray

